Chapter 6 Civil Rights Important Cases

· Dred Scott Case (Scott v Stanford, 1857):  congress has no authority to ban slavery in a territory and a slave was to be considered a piece of property. This is a result of the SC deciding that a slave isn’t a citizen (so they can’t sue) and by default, property. The court system has no jurisidiction to decide the legality of slavery as it can only hear cases brought by citizens. (Interesting fact: the slave, Dred Scott, felt he was free when he was brought by his master to Ft. Snelling in Minnesota.)

· Plessy v Ferguson (1896): upheld separate-but-equal facilities for whites and blacks in railroad cars.

· Brown v Board (1954): separate but equal in public schools in inherently unequal. Started desegregation.

· Green v County School Board of New Kent County (1968): banned freedom of choice plan for school integration, suggesting tht blacks and whites must actually attend a mixed race school.

· Swann v Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education (1971): approved busing and redrawing school lines as a way of integrating public schools.

